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Countries where English is used as first and official language
== Countries where English is used as a lingua franca or official language

For this reason it’s also one of the most common foreign languages taught in schools and universities around the world.

According to® statistics produced by Ethnologue in 2014, about
1,200 million people around the globe speak English but only
400 million of these are native speakers. The others speak
English as a second or foreign language.

English is the first language of the United Kingdom, Ireland,
the USA, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South Africa and
some Caribbean islands including® Jamaica and Barbados.

There are also many countries, including India, Malaysia
and Kenya, which have English as their second language; most
of these countries are ex-British colonies.

With so many countries using the same language there are

obviously variations from one place to another. Although they
speak the same language, people from Australia, Ireland and
Canada for example have very different accents and often
use different words. However, thanks to films, music and the
Internet there’s always a chance to experience the English
language in its many varieties.
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Global English

English has become so important that in many sectors,
for example the world of business or technology, it
is the only language used. Nobody uses their
dictionary to find the meanings® of ‘public relations’,
‘partner’, ‘off-shore’ and ‘know-how’. If vou go
‘shopping’ at the ‘weekend’ you know that S, M, L and
XL indicate the size in a clothes shop.

The globalisation of the English language means
that absolutely everybody knows some English, even
if they don't realise® it; every time they switch on the
‘computer’ to check their ‘email’, read a ‘blog’ or take

U1 ENGLISH AND THE WORLD > RSIV/AG:IDESN o &

a ‘selfie’ they are using English words.

Gloss
1 along with: together with 4 including: as well as
2 fields: areas 5 meanings: significances
5 o~ 3 according to: as said by 6 don't realise: be not aware of

Reading
1

/ Read the text on page 8 and answer the questions.

3 Read the text on page 9 and answer the questions.

Before you read. Look at the map on page 8 and
answer the questions.

1 Where is English most spoken?

2 Why do you think this is?

1 What is a lingua franca?

2 Why do so many students study English?

3 According to Ethnologue, how many people speak
English as a second or foreign language?

4 Why is it sometimes difficult to understand English
spoken around the world?

1 Inwhat sectors is English used most?

2 Why don't we use dictionaries to understand the
meaning of many English words?

Listening
|‘TD) 4 Listen to these young people talking about using

English. What do they use it for?

[ ] Speaker 1 a To do research for school.
(] Speaker 2 b To chat to people online.
(] Speaker 3 ¢ To understand the words to songs.

Stats box! \W/

English is used in...
* 90% of airlines
* at least B6% of scientific papers
* 50% of business deals
* 95% of pop music
* 75% of world mail correspondence
* 55% of written content
on the Internat

Think'® |

* What do the statistics tell you?

Speaking

5 Discuss the following.

1 What English do you use when you speak your own

language with your friends?
2 How do you feel about using English?

Writing
6 [EENITTIE How do you use English in your

everyday life? Write a text thinking about following.

{ school « free time « travel »
Write 35-45 words.



Old English

The English language as we know it didn’t come from England at all but from areas
which are now part of Germany and Denmark. When tribes called Angles, Saxons
and Jutes invaded Britain during the 5* century AD the original inhabitants of Britain,
the Celts, escaped to Ireland, Scotland and Wales, taking their language with them. The
Nordic tribes spoke languages which developed into Anglo-Saxon, a mix of dialects
or what we call Old English. This was spoken from around 450-1100 AD. The names

‘England’ and ‘English’ come from the word Angle.
Nowadays about half the words we use have Old
English roots!, especially words used to describe the
countryside and daily life.

Old Norse

In the 8" century, another Germanic tribe arrived
bringing their contribution to Old English. Vikings,
mostly from Denmark, controlled virtually the whole
eastern half of England by the late 9" century. We can

P\ Latin

written texts were in Latin; it became the Medieval
lingua franca of Europe and was used especially to
describe religious or educational terms.

Middle English

In 1066, Britain was invaded again, this time by
L the Norman King, William the Conqueror.
-~ He and his court* spoke an early version of
French and this became the official language
of the ruling® and business classes. The
lower classes continued to speak Old

Anglo-Saxon
brodor

hus

wif

0ld Norse
eqg

gata

Thor's day

Today's English ;
= brother
- house
= wife

Today's English
- eqg
- gate
= Thursday

A Brief History of the English LLanguage

Latin Today's English :
¢ schola = school :
i lingua = language

populus - people
: Early French  Today's English :

fouorque = fork H

gardin = garden :

boef = beef

thank their language (Old Norse) for many words ending in -by — ‘Rugby’ (the place
not the game) — words beginning in -tk — ‘they’ or -sk — ‘ski’— and words reflecting
_o their pirate lifestyle such as ‘fog’ and “skull™.

The Roman invasion back in 43 AD left surprisingly little influence
on the English language but during the 6" and 7" ce
of Christianity brought many Latin words to the language. Nearly all

nturies the spread®

¥ English and Latin as they had no direct contact with the royal court. Gradually
they blended® together and this mixture of French and Latin and Old English
was known as Middle English and was spoken until about 1500.

Anglo-Saxon helmet 278
-y i

Geoffrey Chaucer (1343 — 1400)
author of the Cantebury Tales

West Stow Anglo-Saxon village

L T

~ W

;



We know
books

LEBRIS

Migration waves influencing the evolution of English

. Norman French 1066 '

Goodtoknow.?QQ |
Just to prove how absurd English spelling is, the Irish writer George
Bernard Shaw asked this question: “How do you pronounce ‘GHOTI'?"
Obviously ‘Ghoti’ isn't a word but Shaw said that you pronounce it
'HSH'!

The GH is F like enouGH

The 0 is I like wOmen

The Tl is SH as in naTlon

* Can you think of other words which are pronounced and spelt
very differently?
= Why do you think English spelling is so difficult?

Early Modern English

During the 16™ century people started to
travel much more. The British came into
contact with people from all around the
world and more and more words filtered
into the language. The printing of books
brought a standard spelling and grammar to
a language which previously had many
variations. We call this language Early
Modern English.

Over the centuries, the language has
evolved and developed with thousands of
new words coming from many different
languages.

Glossary

1 roots: sources or origins of a thing

skull: the bones of the head

spread: extension

court; residence of a sovereign, his family
and officials. etc.

ruling: that rules, predominant

6 blended: mixed

e ]

Ln

Where do English words really come from?

Latin {29%},.,___

Derived from
praper names

Greek (6%)
Other languages (6%)

-French (29%)

ey L

7
Germanic
languages (26%})

Reading
1 Before you read. In pairs, answer the question.
1 Look at the map above. What does it tell you?

7 Read the text on pages 10 and 11 and undetline the

following information.

1 Anglo-Saxon and Old English are the same thing.

2 The Vikings spoke a different language to the Angles,
Saxons and Jutes.

3 Latin was the lingua franca of Medieval Europe.

4 Middle English was a mixture of French, Latin and
Old English.

5 During the 16" century travel and printing enriched
and standardised the language.

6 English has continued to evolve over the centuries.

Listening

| D)3 [GEENIINTYE Listen to expert Tom Greenaway

03

explaining why English is such a difficult language to

spell and say if the following sentences are true (T) or
false (F).

1 English is a phonetic language.
2 British people spoke very good French.
3 The British changed the pronunciation

of French words.
4 People used to pronounce the silent letters

in words like 'knee’ and "night’.
5 The Anglo-Saxons thought correct spelling

was very important.
B Before books, people used their imagination

to spell words.

U1 ENGLISH AND THE WORLD > REONV/AIH B1
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Britain is a tiny' island of only 229,848 km2,
so how did its mixed up?® language become
the global success it is today? A quick
history lesson will show us that British
colonisation exported the English

language to countries like North America, the Caribbean,

Australia, New Zealand, much of West and Southern Africa,
South Asia, and parts of South-East Asia. Britain was the first
industrialised nation and by the start of the 20 century its
empire covered a quarter of the globe. This meant that
English-speaking governments and industries were established
all around the world. But this doesn’t explain why, a long time
later, the language is still used. So how did English become the
new international language?

Perhaps one of the reasons why it became so widely spoken
has more to do with America than Britain. After World War II
the USA emerged as a new economic, political and military
power. Its influence dominated the world scene and the
language they used to do this was obviously English.

As popular American culture, like films, TV shows and
music, spread around? the world, so did the English language.
Nowadays it’s also the universal business language and the
language of technology. As most of our communications
and research take place online we are exposed to English all
the time,

Esperanto or Globish?

To solve the ‘international language’ problem an artificial
language called Esperanto was created in 1887. It is
apparently easier to learn than a natural language thanks to its
easy grammar structure, but there are few people who speak it
in the world today.

Globish is a simplified version of English, developed to
make global communication easier. Rather than a language, it’s
a list of 1,500 words and basic grammar to help non-native
speakers understand each other.

Reading

| Before you read. In pairs, answer the questions.

1 Why do you think English is a global language?
2 What do you know about Esperanto and Globish?
7 Read the text on page 12 and answer the questions.
1 Why were English-speaking governments established
around the world?

2 Why did English become more widely spoken after
World War |12

3 What aspects of American culture influenced the
spread of English?

4 Why are we exposed to English all the time?

Think @

» How useful would it be to teach Esperanto or Globish in schools around
the world? Why?




Accents and Dialects
Depending on where you live you might have a regional accent
or dialect.

An accent is the different way in which the pronunciation
and intonation of the language changes while a dialect uses
different regional words within a language. Sometimes the
accent i$ so strong, or the dialect so local that people who
speak the same language but with a different accent or
vocabulary can’t understand each other,

Look at these two texts. The first is in Standard English and
the second in a Scottish dialect.

\ =

My name’s John. I live in a
small house near Glasgow
with my mum and dad.

I like Scotland because
it’s very beautiful.

<

They ca’ me john.
Ah bide in a wee hoose
near glescae wi’ mah
maw 'n’ da. Ah LR’
scootlund beacuse tis
gey bonny.

Culturemirror@dy 4

* Are there different accents and dialects in your country?
* Do you think it's important to maintain regional accents and dialects?
Why? Why not?

U1 ENGLISH AND THE WORLD > RESMZGIA B1

English vs. American

The same language? Well, yes and no. In 1620, when the group
known as the Pilgrim Fathers left England to find a new life in
America, they took their language with them. It was the language
of Shakespeare, an early modern English full of words and verb

forms that we don’t use today.

There are lots of words that Americans use, like ‘trash’ (in
Britain we say ‘rubbish*’) or ‘fall’ (Brits use ‘autumn’) which are
actually Old English words. Some Americanisms like ‘gotten’

instead of ‘got’ are actually old
verb forms that were used at the
time when the Pilgrim Fathers
left England.

You could say that American
English is more Shakespearian
than British English (but a
British person might not agree!).

Reading
3 Read the text on page 13 and answer the questions.
1 What's the difference between an accent and a dialect?
2 How do you say ‘live’, 'small’, ‘mum’ and 'beautiful’ in
the Scottish dialect?
3 Who brought English to America?

4 Why could you say that American English is more
Shakespearian than British English?

Glossary

1 tiny: verv small

2 mixed up: confused

3 spread around: moved to
COVET

4 rubbish: things we throw
away

Here are some words used in America (1-8). Match them to their

Bntish equivalent,

SlETalor o e
line

pants e
IESIIO0M v

b
6
7
8

cookie -
(0f; 1 {8 55 1 N
movie
S0CCer

< film » trousers © queue e biscuit » foothall « Hit = sweets » toilet ?
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